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[571 ABSTRACT

An improved thin film metal alloy media for horizontal
magnetic recording has a magnetic layer of an alloy
comprising cobalt, platinum and chromium, where the
chromium concentration in the alloy is greater than 17
at.%. The media exhibits unexpectedly high signal-to-
noise ratio (SNR) and minimal time jitter, thereby re-
sulting in a media which is capable for use at high linear
recording density. The media also exhibits excellent
corrosion resistance because of the chromium present in
the alloy, thereby eliminating the need for a barrier
layer between the magnetic layer and the protective
overcoat.

3 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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THIN FILM MEDIUM FOR HORIZONTAL
MAGNETIC RECORDING HAVING AN
IMPROVED COBALT-BASED ALLOY MAGNETIC
LAYER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to thin film metal alloy mag-
netic recording disks for horizontal recording, and in
particular to such disks in which an alloy of cobalt,
platinum and chromium forms the magnetic layer.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Cobalt-based alloys which are known as capable for
use in horizontal magnetic recording media include
cobalt-nickel (CoNi), cobalt-rhenium (CoRe), cobalt-
palladium (CoPd), cobalt-chromium (CoCr) and cobait-
platinum (CoPt). In such media, the hexagonal close
packed (HCP) crystalline structure of the cobalt alloy is
formed on the substrate, or on an intermediate under-
layer, so that the C-axis, i.e., the [002] axis, of the cobalt
alloy film is either in the plane of the film or has a com-
ponent in the plane of the film.

While CoCr is known primarily for its use in perpen-
dicular magnetic recording media, a CoCr magnetic

25

layer may exhibit horizontal magnetic anisotropy in the -

presence of a specific underlayer. For example, a thin
film disk for horizontal recording with a composite
magnetic layer of CoCr and Cr formed over an under-
layer of nickel-vanadium is described in U.S. Pat. No.
4,552,820. However, CoCr has several disadvantages as

a magnetic layer for horizontal recording. In order to

assure horizontal magnetic anisotropy a relatively thick,

e.g. 2000-3000 Angstroms, underlayer is required. In

addition, because the horizontal coercivity of a CoCr
layer decreases with increasing thickness of the layer,
the maximum horizontal coercivity is approximately in
the range of 600-800 Oersteds (Oe).

The coercivity and other properties of CoPt films
have been reported by Opfer, et al, in “Thin Film
Memory Disc Development”, Hewlett-Packard Journal,
November 1985, pp. 4-10; and by Aboaf, et al,, in
“Magnetic Properties and Structure of Co-Pt Thin
Films”, IEEE Trans. on Magnetics, MAG-19, 1514
(1983). A CoPt thin film magnetic recording medium
with between 10-30 atomic percent (at.%) platinum
(Pt) is described in U.S. Pat. No. 4,438,066, which is
assigned to the same assignee as this application. While
CoPt media exhibit desirable magnetic properties, the
CoPt magnetic layer is highly susceptible to oxidation
or corrosion. Thus, as described in European patent
application 145157, published June 19, 1985, and as-
signed to Hewlett-Packard Company, it is necessary to
apply a barrier layer of chromium, titanium or other
suitable material over the CoPt magnetic layer.

A thin film disk with a cobalt-platinum-chromium
(CoPtCr) magnetic layer, in which chromium (Cr)
comprises between 1-17 at.%, is described in Japanese
patent application Kokai No. 59-88806, published May
22, 1984. The CoPtCr magnetic layer is described as
being sputter-deposited directly onto an aluminum sub-
strate with a nickel-phosphorous coating and as having
improved corrosion resistance over prior magnetic
layer alloy compositions.

European patent application 140513, published May
8, 1985, and assigned to the same assignee as this appli-
cation, describes on pages 9-12 a horizontal recording
structure comprising a magnetic layer of a CoCrZ ter-
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nary alloy formed on a nonmagnetic underlayer of a
CoCrX ternary alloy. The elements Z and X may be
chosen from a long list of elements, including Pt, and
may be present in a wide range of percentage composi-
tions. The magnetic layer may not be deposited directly
on the substrate but must be formed on the specific
ternary alloy underlayer in order to exhibit in-plane
C-axis orientation.

One of the problems with thin film metal alloy media
is that the intrinsic media noise increases with increas-
ing linear recording density. Media noise arises from
fluctuations in the zig-zag shaped magnetic transitions
and results in random shifts of the readback signal
peaks. These random shifts are referred to as *“peak
jitter” or “timer jitter”. Thus, the higher the media
noise, the higher the bit error rate. It is therefore desir-
able to develop a thin film metal alloy media which
generates noise below a maximum acceptable level in
order that data can be recorded at maximum linear
density. The effect of intrinsic media noise, as measured
by peak jitter and media signal-to-noise ratio (SNR), on

" the bit error rate in magnetic recording systems is de-

scribed by Katz, et al., in “Effect of Bitshift Distribution
on Error Rate in Magnetic Recording”, IEEE Trans. on
Magnetics, Vol. MAG-15, pp. 1050-1053, 1979. The
measurement of media SNR is described by Belk, et al.,
in “Measurement of the Intrinsic Signal-to-Noise Ratio
for High Performance Rigid Recording Media”, J
Appl. Physics, 59(2), Jan. 15, 1986, pp. 557-562.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention is a thin film metal alloy disk for hori-
zontal magnetic recording in which the magnetic layer
comprises an alloy of cobalt, platinum and chromium,
with chromium present in a concentration greater than
17 at.%. The concentration of platinum in the magnetic
layer is an amount sufficient to give the desired coerciv-
ity. The chromium concentration, which is well beyond
that necessary to give acceptable corrosion resistance to
the media, is essential to the invention and unexpectedly
results in media with substantially reduced noise at high
recording density.

For a fuller understanding of the nature and advan-
tages of the present invention, reference should be made
to the following detailed description taken in conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a plot of SNR as a function of linear record-
ing density for disks with various magnetic layer com-
positions;

FIG. 2 is a plot of corrosion as a function of time for
various magnetic layer compositions and for nickel-
iron;

FIG. 3 is a plot of coercivity and squareness of
CoPtCr disks as a function of Cr concentration; and

FIG. 4 is an M-H hysteresis loop for a CogsPt12Cr0
disk.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Thin film metdl alloy disks with various magnetic
layer compositions were fabricated by sputter deposi-
tion of the magnetic layer on chromium or chromium-
vanadium (CrV) underlayers formed on substrates of
either semiconductor-grade single-crystal silicon (Si) or
aluminum-magnesium (AlMg) having a mnickel-phos-
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phorous (NiP) surface film. The structure of these disks
is summarized in Table 1.

TABLE 1
MAGNETIC
UNDERLAYER LAYER

SUB- Composition/ Composition/ SoNR
STRATE  Thickness (A) Thickness (A) (+/-0.5dB)
Si Cr/300 CogsPtys/300 29.7
Si Cr/400 Co74Pt13Cry3/508 314
AlMg/NiP CrgoV20/450 CogoPt13Cr18/550 330
AlMg/NiP  Cr/500 CoggPt12Cra0/552 325
Si Cr/400 CogsPt12Cr20/564 33.6
AlMg/NiP  Cr/500 Cog7Pt12Cr21/439 352
AlMg/NiP  Cr/2700 CogyCr13/500 33.0

The underlayers and magnetic layers of the disks
listed in Table 1 were sputter-deposited in a single pump
down of the sputtering chamber at an argon pressure of
approximately 3 millitorr. The disks with the CoPt and
CoPtCr magnetic layers were deposited with a bias
voltage on the substrate of approximately —50 to —60
volts and included a sputter-deposited carbon overcoat
of approximately 250 A thickness and a 100 A thick
adhesion layer between the magnetic layer and the
carbon overcoat. The disk with the Cos2Cris magnetic
layer was formed with a 200 A thick carbon overcoat
without an adhesion layer. The CoPtCr magnetic layers
were sputter-deposited from dual targets of CoPt and
Cr. Thus, for example, the Co74Pt;3Cr13 magnetic layer,
which was formed from a CogsPtis target and a Cr
target, may also be represented as (CossPti5)s7Cr13.

The intrinsic media noise for the disks listed in Table
1 was measured as a signal-to-noise ratio in decibels
(dB) of the readback signal voltage of a signal written at
very low magnetic transition density, e.g. 100-200 tran-
sitions/mm, to the root-mean-square (RMS) disk noise
voltage, at 30 MHz bandwidth, after writing at 1200
transitions/mm. This signal-to-noise measurement is
referred to as SoNR. Those disks in which the CoPtCr
magnetic layer had a chromium concentration between
18-21 at.% had unexpectedly high values of SoNR, as
shown in Table I. The SoNR values for these disks can
be compared with disks with a CogsPt15 magnetic layer
and a Co74Pt13Cri3 layer. The average SoNR for the
four CoPtCr disks with chromium concentration be-
tween 18-21 at.% is approximately 4 dB greater than
the CossPts disk and approximately the same as for the
Cog2Crg disk.

Referring now to FIG. 1, there is illustrated SNR
data for various media as a function of linear recording
density. The SNR measurements made in FIG. 1 are the
ratio in dB of the readback signal voltage to the RMS
disk noise voltage, at 30 MHz bandwidth, where both
the signal and noise are measured at the same magnetic
transition density. The data plotted in FIG. 1 illustrate
the improved SNR with increasing chromium concen-
tration in CoPtCr disks. At a recording density of ap-
proximately 1000 transitions per millimeter, for exam-
ple, the CoPtCr disk with 20 at.% chromium shows
approximately a 7 dB improvement over the CogoPtip
disk and approximately a 3 dB improvement over the
CoPtCr disk with 13 at.% chromium. The absolute
value of improvement in SNR for CoPtCr disks with 18
and 20 at.% over the CogoPtg disk increases with in-
creasing recording density. At approximately 1600 tran-
sitions per millimeter the SNR for the CogsPt12Cry0 disk
is approximately 13 dB greater than the CogoPtio disk.

The previously cited Japanese reference (Kokai No.
59-88806) teaches that if a CoPtCr alloy is to be used as
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a magnetic layer, that the upper limit for the chromium
concentration is 17 at.%. The obvious reason for this
limit is that no substantial improvement in corrosion
resistance is achieved by increasing chromium concen-
tration above a specific value, i.e., approximately 13
at.%. This is apparent by reference to FIG. 2, which is
a plot of corrosion in micrograms per square centimeter
as a function of time for four different types of metal
alloy layers of equal thickness sputter-deposited onto a
silicon substrate. The samples of FIG. 2 were exposed
to an atmosphere of SO;, NOy, H3S and HCI at 70%
relative humidity and 25 degrees C. As shown in FIG.
2, the CoggPtyg film has a substantially high and unac-
ceptable corrosion rate, whereas the Co74Pt13Cr;3 film
has a corrosion rate almost identical to that for cobalt-
chromium (Cog2Cris) and nickel-iron (NigiFe19) films.
Both CosgCrig and NigjFeyo films are known to have
acceptable corrosion resistance.

An additional reason why it would not be apparent to
use CoPtCr media with relatively high Cr concentra-
tion is that as the Cr concentration increases, there is a
generally linear decrease in both coercivity (Hc) and
squareness {(M,/M;). That is shown by the data plotted
in FIG. 3.

Certain magnetic properties of the CoPtCr (Cr>17
at.%) media are less desirable than CoPt media or
CoPtCr (Cr< 17 at.%) media, as is shown by FIG. 3.
However, the reduction in Hc and M,/M; with increas-
ing Cr concentration is more than compensated by the
improvement in SNR, which permits high-density re-
cording not possible with CoPt media or CoPtCr
(Cr< 17 at.%). The CoPtCr (Cr>17 at.%) media ex-
hibit clearly acceptable magnetic properties. For exam-
ple, an M-H hysteresis loop for a thin film disk made
according to the present invention, with chromium
concentration of 20 at.%, is shown in FIG. 4, wherein
the magnetic properties are listed. This disk was formed
by sputter-depositing a 560 A thick CossPt12Crao film
over a 400 A thick Cr.underlayer formed on a silicon
substrate.

The thin film media according to the present inven-
tion also exhibit unexpectedly good values of measured
time jitter, which confirms the high SNR values. The
time jitter from the disks is measured by first writing a
dibit pattern in tracks on the disks and then measuring
the time intervals between successive peaks of the read-
back signal. A histogram is generated from these peak-
to-peak time measurements, which results in a generally
Gaussian distribution. A narrow value for this distribu-
tion, that is, a low 1-sigma value for this distribution,
indicates consistent placement of the magnetic transi-
tions on the media and little time jitter. The measured
1-sigma time jitter values are shown in Table 2 for a
CogoPtio disk, gamma-Fe;O3 sputtered thin film and
particulate disks, a CogxCrig disk, and CoPtCr disks
with various amounts of Cr. As is apparent from Table
2, the 1-sigma time jitter for the CogsPt12Crapdisk is 2-3
times better than for the CoggPtjo disk or gamma-Fe;03

particulate disk and extremely close to that of the gam-
ma-Fe;03 sputtered disk.
TABLE 2
Time Jitter

Disk 1-sigma (nsec.)

CogoPtio 0.90

v-Fea03 (particulate) 0.71

Co74Pt13Cr13 - 0.54

CogoPt13Cr18 0.52
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TABLE 2-continued
Time Jitter
Disk 1-sigma (nsec.)
Cog2Cr18 0.51
CogsPt12Cr20 0.35
v-Fex03 (sputtered) 0.31

MEASURED TIME JITTER (@1500 transitions/mm)

The platinum in the CoPtCr magnetic layer improves
the coercivity of the media. However, both Pt and Cr
decrease the magnetic moment of the CoPtCr magnetic
layer. While the Cr concentration must be greater than
17 at.% to produce the improved SNR and time jitter
performance, the concentration of Pt may cover a rela-
tively wide range provided the combined Cr and Pt do
not render the CoPtCr layer nonmagnetic. For exam-
ple, while the media listed in Table 1 experienced excel-
lent magnetic recording properties when Cr was be-
tween 18-21 at.% and Pt between 12-13 at.%, if the Cr
concentration were to be substantially increased the Pt
concentration would likely have to be reduced.

A nucleating layer or underlayer, such as the chro-
mium or chromium-vanadium (CrsoV20) underlayer
used in the fabrication of the disks described herein,
improves the in-plane C-axis orientation of the CoPtCr
(Cr>17 at.%) magnetic layer, especially when the sub-
strate is single-crystal semiconductor grade silicon.
However, it has been found that a Cr or CrV under-
layer is not absolutely necessary, especially if the sub-
strate is AIMg/NiP. CoPtCr (Cr>17 at.%) magnetic
layers have been successfully sputter-deposited directly
onto AIMg/NiP substrates.

Thin film metal alloy disks also typically include a
protective overcoat, such as a sputter-deposited essen-
tially amorphous carbon film, formed over the magnetic
layer, and an adhesion or barrier layer between the
protective overcoat and the magnetic layer. However,
because the CoPiCr (Cr>17 at.%) magnetic layer pro-
vides excellent corrosion resistance, it is not necessary
to utilize a barrier layer between the magnetic layer and
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6
the protective carbon overcoat, as is required with
CoPt disks.

While the preferred embodiments of the present in-
vention have been illustrated in detail, it should be ap-
parent that modifications and adaptations to those em-
bodiments may occur to one skilled in the art without
departing from the scope of the present invention as set
forth in the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A magnetic recording disk for horizontal recording
comprising:

a substrate of an aluminum alloy having a nickel-

phosphorous (NiP) surface film formed thereon;

a magnetic layer formed directly on and adhered
directly to the NiP film of the substrate and com-
prising an alloy of cobalt, platinum and chromium
with chromium present in the alloy in an amount
greater than 17 atomic percent, the magnetic layer
having horizontal magnetic anisotropy; and

a protective overcoat formed over the magnetic
layer.

2. The magnetic recording disk according to claim 1
wherein the protective overcoat is a sputter-deposited
essentially amorphous carbon film.

3. A magnetic recording disk for horizontal recording
comprising:

a substrate of either silicon or an aluminum alloy with

a nickel-phosphorous surface film;

an underlayer consisting of chromium, the underlayer
‘being formed on and adhered to the substrate;

a magnetic layer of cobalt-platinum-chromium alloy,
with chromium present in the magnetic layer alloy
in an amount greater than 17 atomic percent,
formed on and adhered to the underlayer, the mag-
netic layer having horizontal magnetic anisotropy;
and

a protective overcoat formed over the magnetic

layer.
* % * ¥ %



